This was my first trip to Russia, and I was so excited. I enjoyed the long flight immensely. From the airport to the Pribaltiyskaya Hotel, I took a taxi without a second thought of being alone! The hotel was located at 14, Korablestroitelei, Saint Petersburg, 199226, Russia where most delegates were billeted.
On my first day, I had to adjust to the new time zone and needed to adjust my body clock to the food and cold weather of Russia. To shake-off jet lag, I ate dried mangoes and peanuts and then had enough sleep before the conference.
On Sunday afternoon, while standing in one corner as I waited for the coaches to take us to the After lunch, all delegates had an excursion to the beautiful State Hermitage Museum, which everybody enjoyed. The State Hermitage occupies six magnificent buildings situated along the banks of the River Neva, right in the heart of St Petersburg. The Hermitage collections of art encompasses over 3,000,000 items, and represents the development of world culture and art from the Stone Age to the 20th century. Today, the Museum is creating its digital self-portrait to be displayed around the world. Computer technologies enable the State Hermitage Museum to provide people from all over the world with wider access to information about the Museum and its treasures. We had free time after the tour and took the opportunity to shop, see other beautiful places, and discover good restaurants.
On Wednesday, we had to leave early for a full day excursion to Velikiy Novgorod, a three-hour drive from our hotel. We visited and toured the different libraries of the Novgorod State University, including the Law Faculty Library. Professor Anatoly Gavrikov, President, Dr. Victor Prokoffiev, Dean of the Law Faculty and Dr. Elena Otkidach, Head of the Library of the NSU welcomed and introduced us to their University. In the evening, there was a reception and dinner that took place in the restaurant of "Detinets," located in the 14 th century Pokrovskaya tower of the Novgorod Kremlin. Thomson Westlaw sponsored the dinner. In addition, the sponsors of the IALL annual conference were presented and were given the opportunity to give brief introductions of their companies. Among them were Hein Online, Westlaw International and Egorov, Puginsky, Afanasiev & Partners (EPA&P).
After the session, I had the opportunity to take a last minute photo (right) with Jules Winterton, IALL President and Prof. Halvor Kongshavn, IALL Board Member.
In the afternoon, the group visited three famous St. Petersburg libraries: the Library of the Russian Academy of Sciences, the Russian National Library and the Main Library of St. Petersburg State University. The St. Petersburg library visits and city tours were all memorable, and I learned a lot about Russian history at the historical museum and also the treasures found in the museum and the National Library.
The Closing Ceremonies were held at the Juris Home. President Winterton expressed his thanks to the Local Organizing Committee, to all delegates, sponsors and to all who made the conference a success. He also gave gifts to the Local Organizing Committee.
On Thursday night, we were all sad to be saying goodbye and sorry to be leaving St. Petersburg. At 10:15 p.m., half of the delegates departed for the railway station, Leningradsky Railway Station to continue with the optional Moscow program while others preferred to stay on in St. Petersburg. The delegates had the chance to visit the Russian State Library (Lenin's Library), Rudomino State Library for Foreign Literature (VGBIL) including Legal Resource Center, followed by a sightseeing tour of beautiful places in Moscow.
In sum, the IALL Organizing Committee presented an interesting, informative and high quality program with distinguished speakers from the academic and professional life of Russia. One hundred delegates from 27 countries which include Australia, Barbados, Belgium, Bosnia, Canada, Denmark, England, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, London, Netherlands, Norway, Philippines, Russia, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Turkey, United Kingdom, and United State of America attended the conference.
In conclusion, when people have fun together, extraordinary things happened, and that was exactly the case with this conference. We learned many ways to wield influence with our skills and use these to enhance our personal working styles. Law librarians from across the globe were given the opportunity to network with new friends and colleagues, which will enable us to create new realistic and meaningful programs of cooperation.
I hope that the IALL Professional Development Bursaries for attending the IALL conference will continue to support law librarians, especially those from developing countries. This act of generosity will help make future IALL conferences a global meeting point for law librarians.
